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SBA Agreement with American and African BusinessWomen's
Alliance Will Promote Small Business Trade With Africa

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Smdl Business Adminigration and the American and African Business
Women's Alliance (AABWA) have signed an agreement to promote programs that will help small
businesses nationdly, and internationdly, and to jointly participate in internationa trade opportunities,
particularly on the African continent.

The Strategic Alliance Memorandum was signed by SBA Deputy Administrator Meanie R. Sabelhaus
and Dr. Gloria B. Herndon, co-chair of the AABWA, a amesting held recently in Washington, D.C.

“This agreement further strengthens the traditionaly strong ties between our organizations,” said SBA
Deputy Adminigtrator Melanie R. Sabelhaus. “AABWA has dways sought to empower business
women by fogtering opportunities and access to markets through networks, mentoring and leadership
development, and the SBA isits strong advocate.”

The Strategic Alliance Memorandum isajoint effort of SBA and AABWA to collaborate on joint
initiatives that will benefit their respective small businesses and membership. Both organizations strive to
develop smal businesses and internationd trade, strategic business dliances and encourage mentor
relationships between U.S. small businesses and the membership of the AABWA.

The two organizations have effectively agreed to share information on women' s business ownership
network, training, procurement and online programs — as well asinternationd trade programs, export
assistance, generd resource and other outreach materials. All activities are subject to the availability of
funding.

The implementation of the agreement began upon signing and the activities undertaken under its
provisons will continue for two years, a which time they may be extended for asmilar period.

For more information about all of the SBA’s programs for small businesses, visit the
BA's extensive Web site at http: //www.sba.gov.

You can receive all of the SBA’s News Releases via email. To subscribe, visit
http://web.sha.gov/list and sdlect “ Press Office.”
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